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to say identified, with a political mission, it felt that in whatever
direction the balance of power swung it must not fail to be on
that side and in the resultant government; equally having got in
it must be on its guard primarily against its colleagues. Thus
in a Left coalition it was a Conservative element; in a Right
coalition it was a Liberal element.* It thus eternally prevented the
creation of a system of alternative coalitions taking the place of
the ideal for democratic government—the system of alternative
parties as holders of power—and even went so far as to insist on
the creation of a minority coalition—the rcductio ad ahsurditm of
parliamentary practice—rather than admit the possibility of a
coalition without it. The consequences of that action will be seen
later; here it must suffice to call attention to a factor in the down-
fall of the Republic which has not yet, one believes., been ade-
quately examined, and which might repay critical investigation.
On the Left sat the Socialist parties. The old Socialist party
had the most consistent record of any German party and the
only really adequate national organization, but since 1914 it had
undergone considerable transformations. Under the old empire it
had been par excellence the party of opposition, the revolutionary
anti-patriotic party, all of which terms it was to refute in August
1914, Banned from participation in the state, it formed a little
state within the state, with its paraphernalia of government
organization, discipline, functionaries, and press. From this
political fastness, which was based on the trade unions5 it kept
watch over the interests of the workers and, as these increased
alike in number, prosperity, and importance, tended to become,
in spite of intellectual ferment and conventional rhetoric, a con-
servative stabilizing force rather than a revolutionary one* The
general history of the trade union movement in the later stages of
industrialism is that of an evolution from a relatively small im-
poverished proletariat of manual workers to a great national class
of skilled and semi-skilled workers, possessing property in the
shape of savings, houses, pensions, and insurances with, therefore,
* It is surely needless to point out that in the nature of things no Roman
Catholic party can ever be a Liberal party-, though it may find it useful to vote
with a Liberal party.

